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MARKEL BELL

Height: 6-9   Weight: 346   DOB: July 19, 2004 (Age 22)
NFL Experience: Rookie (1st with Eagles)   Draft: D3-26 (68th overall) by PHI
College: Miami   Hometown (HS): Cleveland, MS (Cleveland Central)
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BIRDSEED
	► Football journey began in seventh grade, when he was first exposed to 

organized sports because his friends were playing ... Began playing as a 
lineman and hit a major growth spurt the summer before his freshman 
year of high school, going from 5’9 to 6’4 ... Despite excelling in basket-
ball and football at Cleveland (MS) Central High School, didn’t earn any 
stars and wasn’t heavily recruited ... Decided to go the junior college 
route and earned the No. 1 OT ranking by 247Sports in the 2024 class 
before committing to Miami

	► Earned second-team Academic All-American honors from College 
Sports Communications after earning a 3.78 GPA and graduating from 
Miami as an American studies major

COLLEGE HIGHLIGHTS
	► Began his career at Holmes Community College (2022-23) before 

transferring to Miami (FL) (2024-25) to conclude his career ... Played 29 
games (21 starts) with the Hurricanes, helping the team win 10+ games 
in consecutive seasons and make an appearance in the 2026 CFP Na-
tional Championship game

	► As a senior in 2025, started all 16 games, earning third-team All-ACC 
honors and anchoring an OL that helped the Hurricanes rank 1st in the 
ACC in passing efficiency (165.5) and 2nd in points per game (34.1), 
helping Miami win the Cotton and Fiesta Bowl playoff matchups

	► In his first season with the Canes, appeared in 13 games (five starts), 
blocking for an offense that led the country in points per game (43.9) 
and yards per game (537.2) ... Aided Cam Ward in becoming the first 
Heisman Trophy finalist from Miami since 2002 and the program’s third 
ever winner of the Davey O’ Brien Award (nation’s top QB) 

TRANSACTIONS
	► 2026 - Drafted by PHI in 3rd round (68th overall)

COLLEGE STATISTICS

STARTS OFF SNAPS

Year Team GP/S LT RT No Pct

2022 Holmes C.C. --- --- --- --- ---

2023 Holmes C.C. --- --- --- --- ---

2024 Miami (FL) 13/5 5 0 --- ---

2025 Miami (FL) 16/16 16 0 --- ---

Totals 29/21 21 0 --- ---

Nickname: Kel, Big Kel, “When I got drafted, they called me ‘Liberty 
Bell’” ... Hobbies: Video games, movies, learning how to play the key-
board ... Favorite video game: Rainbow Six Siege ... Bucket list item: 
Visiting Thailand ... If he could play another sport: Would play forward 
for the L.A. Lakers ... Career choice outside of sports: Real estate ... 
Karaoke song: “Tennessee Whiskey” by Chris Stapleton ... Favorite 
movie: John Wick ... Little-known fact: “I’m a good problem-solver”


