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NFL Experience: 15th Year (2nd with Eagles)
College: Maryland   Hometown: Upper Marlboro, MD

DEF. PASSING GAME COORDINATOR/DEFENSIVE BACKS

 Dennard Wilson added the title and responsibilities of defensive passing 
game coordinator during the 2022 offseason after originally joining the Phila-
delphia Eagles as the defensive backs coach in 2021.
 In his first season with the Eagles, Wilson supported a defense that al-
lowed the fifth-fewest explosive plays (117), eighth-fewest passing yards per 
attempt (6.8) and 10th-fewest total yards per game (328.8) in the NFL. Phila-
delphia’s secondary was highlighted by cornerback Darius Slay, who collect-
ed Pro Bowl honors after leading the team with nine passes defensed, five 
takeaways, including three interceptions, and a league-best three defensive 
touchdowns. Avonte Maddox was also the only NFL cornerback with at least 
five tackles for loss and multiple forced fumbles (career-high two).
 Wilson coached the New York Jets’ defensive backs from 2017-20, in-
cluding two years as the passing game coordinator (2019-20). He played an 
important role in the development of safety Jamal Adams, directing him to 
All-Pro and Pro Bowl accolades following the 2018-19 seasons.
 In 2020, Wilson tutored safety Marcus Maye to a career year, as he led 
the team’s secondary with career highs in tackles (88), passes defensed (11), 
tackles for loss (four) and sacks (two). In addition, cornerback Javelin Guidry 
tied for the second-most forced fumbles (four, tied for the most among all 
rookies) by an NFL defensive back.
 During the 2019 season, Wilson helped Adams record the most sacks 
(6.5) and tackles for loss (10) by any league safety. According to Next Gen 
Stats, Adams and Maye finished in the top six in completion percentage al-
lowed among safeties with at least 300 coverage snaps.
 In 2018, Wilson mentored Adams to top-three rankings among safe-
ties in tackles (career-high 115, third), tackles for loss (nine, tied first), sacks 
(3.5, tied first), passes defensed (career-high 12) and forced fumbles (three, 
tied first). Furthermore, cornerback Morris Claiborne led the team with a ca-
reer-best 14 passes defensed.
 Wilson helped prepare the first pair of rookies in league history to start 
all 16 contests together in 2017, with Adams (82) and Maye (78) ranking first 
and second, respectively, in tackling among rookie defensive backs.
 From 2015-16, Wilson coached the Los Angeles/St. Louis Rams’ defen-
sive backs. He originally entered the NFL coaching ranks as a defensive qual-
ity control coach (2012-14) with St. Louis following a four-year stint (2008-11) 
as a pro scout with the Chicago Bears.
 Prior to the NFL, Wilson coached at his alma maters, serving as a gradu-
ate assistant at Maryland (2007-08) and working as the defensive backs and 
passing game coordinator at DeMatha Catholic High School (2004-06).
 Wilson was a team captain and three-year starter at defensive back at 
Maryland, earning All-ACC honors in 2004. After his collegiate playing career, 
Wilson was signed by Washington as an undrafted rookie and joined the 
team’s practice squad before sustaining a season-ending injury.
 A native of Upper Marlboro, MD, Wilson graduated with a degree in com-
munications from Maryland in 2004. 
 He and his wife, Taihitia, have a daughter, Riley, and a son, Reece.

COACHING TIMELINE

Years Team Position

2022- Philadelphia Eagles Def. Passing Game Coordinator/DBs

2021 Philadelphia Eagles Defensive Backs

2019-20 New York Jets Passing Game Coordinator/DBs

2017-18 New York Jets Defensive Backs

2015-16 L.A./St. Louis Rams Defensive Backs

2012-14 St. Louis Rams Defensive Quality Control

2008-11 Chicago Bears Pro Scout

2007-08 Maryland Graduate Assistant

2004-06 DeMatha (MD) H.S. DBs/Passing Game Coordinator


