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COACHING TIMELINE
YEARS TEAM POSITION

2019- Philadelphia Eagles Assistant Wide Receivers

2016-18 Philadelphia Eagles Assistant Special Teams

2015 Philadelphia Eagles Assistant Defensive Backs

2013-14 Philadelphia Eagles Assistant Special Teams

2012 Oregon Graduate Assistant (TEs & ST)

2009-11 Oregon Coaching Intern (WRs & ST)

2008 City College of S.F. Safeties

 Matthew Harper was named the Eagles’ assistant wide receivers 
coach during the 2019 offseason. Harper originally joined the coaching 
staff in 2013 and has previously served as the team’s assistant special 
teams coach (2013-14, 2016-18) and assistant defensive backs coach 
(2015) before transitioning to his current post.
 In his first season working with Philadelphia’s wideouts, Harper 
helped guide undrafted free agent Greg Ward to a breakout year. Ward, 
who began the season on the Eagles’ practice squad, led the team’s 
wide receivers in both receptions (28) and receiving yards (254) over 
the last six games of the regular-season and played a crucial role in 
Philadelphia’s division-clinching, four-game winning streak. In Week 15 
at Washington, Ward hauled in the game-winning, four-yard touchdown 
pass from Carson Wentz with 26 seconds remaining in regulation and 
finished with a career-high seven catches for 61 yards.
 In 2018, Harper helped first-year P Cameron Johnston set sin-
gle-season franchise records in gross (48.2) and net (42.7) averages, 
while ranking third and fourth in the NFL, in both categories.
 The Eagles 2017 special teams unit featured rookie K Jake Elliott, 
who enjoyed a historic rookie campaign, kicking the longest regular-sea-
son (61 yards vs. N.Y. Giants in Week 3) and postseason FGs (53 yards 
in the Divisional Round vs. Atlanta) in franchise and NFL rookie history. 
Additionally, Elliott kicked the two longest FGs by a rookie in Super Bowl 
history (42 and 46 yards) in Philadelphia’s 41-33 victory over New En-
gland in Super Bowl LII. 
 Philadelphia ranked second in the NFL in 2016 with a franchise re-
cord 27.3 kickoff return average, led the league with five kickoff returns 
of 50-plus yards, and were the only team to record multiple kickoff 
returns for touchdowns (two). Additionally, the Eagles finished second in 
the NFL in punt return average (12.9). In his first full season as the Eagles 
kicker, Caleb Sturgis connected on a career-high 35 field goals, marking 
the most in single-season franchise history.
 In 2015, his first year as the team’s assistant defensive backs 
coach, Harper was part of a staff that went on to coach the 10th-ranked 
defense in terms of total takeaways (26) and interceptions (15). A key 
contributor on defense was S Malcolm Jenkins, who earned his first  
trip to the Pro Bowl in 2015 after posting career and team highs in tack-
les (120), passes defensed (15) and forced fumbles (three).
 Under the direction of Harper and special teams coordinator Dave 
Fipp in 2014, the Eagles special teams unit was instrumental to the 
team’s success, accounting for a franchise-best and NFL-leading seven 
touchdowns (three blocked punt returns, two kickoff returns and two 
punt returns) and a league-best six blocked kicks. The Eagles special 
teams unit was rated as the best in the league by Dallas Morning News 
columnist Rick Gosselin in his annual special teams rankings.
 In 2014, PR Darren Sproles earned All-Pro and Pro Bowl honors for 
the first time in his career after leading the NFL in punt return average 
(13.0), punt return yards (506 - 101 yards ahead of the next closest re-
turner) and punt returns for touchdowns (two). Acquired from the Colts 
late in training camp, rookie K Cody Parkey turned in one of the best 
kicking seasons in Eagles history en route to Pro Bowl honors. Parkey 
(150 points) broke Kevin Butler’s NFL rookie record and the Eagles fran-
chise record for points scored in a single season while finishing second 
in the league in scoring. LS Jon Dorenbos also garnered Pro Bowl honors 
for the second time in his career.

 In 2013, the Eagles special teams units featured the stellar play of 
P Donnie Jones, who set team records in net punting average (40.5), sin-
gle-game net punting average (50.7) and punts inside the 20 (33). Jones 
became only the fourth punter to earn NFC Special Teams Player of the 
Week honors in consecutive games in a single season.
 Harper played collegiately at Oregon, where he recorded 98 tack-
les, three interceptions, two sacks, two tackles for a loss, two forced 
fumbles and 12 passes defensed during his senior campaign in 2007. 
He appeared primarily on special teams during his junior season, notch-
ing 16 tackles and two pass breakups in limited action.
 Prior to transferring to Oregon, Harper garnered first-team All-Nor-
Cal Conference and All-America honors at the City College of San Fran-
cisco after collaring 95 tackles and recording a team-high seven inter-
ceptions in 2005. Harper also began his coaching career at the City 
College of San Francisco, where he tutored the safeties in 2008.
 The Union City, CA, native attended James Logan High School and 
earned first-team all-league honors as a senior. Born on 11/26/84 in 
Secaucus, NJ, Harper is the son of two-time Nebraska All-America de-
fensive end and 11-year NFL veteran Willie Harper.  Harper is one of 
nine children (six brothers, two sisters) of Willie and Roxane Harper.


