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Established in September 2019, the Eagles Autism Foundation was formed to centralize the team’s autism activities into one organization 
and to strengthen its charitable mission of assisting individuals and families affected by autism. Led by Chairman and CEO Jeffrey Lurie, the 
team’s commitment to raising funds for cutting-edge autism research and care programs has grown exponentially, raising more than $56 
million since launching the Eagles Autism Challenge in May 2018.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates that one in 31 people living in the United States are on the autism spectrum. While 
it has become one of the fastest-growing developmental disorders in the country, autism has historically been underfunded, misunderstood, 
and under-researched.
By delivering the necessary resources to leading institutions, and through year-round fundraising efforts that inspire and engage the 
community, the Eagles Autism Foundation is turning awareness into action.

LURIE AUTISM INSTITUTE
Jeffrey Lurie and his family donated a 
$50 million gift to Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia (CHOP) and Penn Medicine 
in June 2025 to launch the Lurie Autism 
Institute.
It is the largest single donation to U.S. 
academic medical centers focused on 
autism research across the lifespan.
The Lurie family’s investment 
strategically leverages CHOP and Penn 
Medicine’s strengths in autism research 
and translation to seek answers to 
the most challenging and important 
questions around autism.
This first-of-its-kind Institute aims to be 
a global hub for autism research that 
connects scientists, clinicians, families, 
students, and donors.
Powered by CHOP and Penn 
Medicine‘s long history of partnering on 

transformative breakthroughs for the 
care of both children and adults, the 
Lurie Autism Institute is poised to make 
fresh discoveries that will reshape how 
we understand and treat autism.
Through his family’s unprecedented 
$50 million gift to help launch the Lurie 
Autism Institute and the $56 million 
raised by the Eagles Autism Foundation, 
Lurie’s philanthropic impact has 
contributed more than $100 million 
to the global autism research and care 
community.
In July 2026, as part of ESPYS 
Week, Lurie was presented with the 
distinguished Stuart Scott ENSPIRE 
Award for his lifelong commitment to 
supporting individuals and families 
affected by autism.
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The Eagles Autism Challenge presented by Lincoln Financial is a 
one-day bike ride and family-friendly 5K run/walk that donates 
100% of participant-raised funds to institutions conducting 
innovative autism research and care.
The event features the Wawa Hoagie 10-Mile Ride, the FreedomPay 
5K Run/Walk, and the West Sensory Walk, which offers families 
and participants a shorter, sensory-friendly course around the 
perimeter of Lincoln Financial Field.
Participants return to a post-ride celebration, co-presented by 
West, featuring family-friendly activations, catering, hospitality, an 
awards ceremony, and closing remarks from Jeffrey Lurie.
Since the inaugural event in 2018, more than 240,000 donations 
have contributed to the $56 million raised through the Eagles 
Autism Foundation.

$56 Million+$56 Million+ Raised Since 2018 Raised Since 2018

Eagles Autism ChallengeEagles Autism Challenge
presented by Lincoln Financialpresented by Lincoln Financial
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SCIENTIFIC REVIEW PANEL
Institutions around the globe are invited to submit 
proposals every year to the Eagles Autism Foundation 
for grant research funding. Each project is carefully 
reviewed by an independent team of scientists who 
have demonstrated a clear and steadfast commitment 
to autism research, services, and programs.
Research proposals are evaluated by Dr. Emanuel 
DiCicco-Bloom, the lead scientific advisor from the 
Rutgers Health Robert Wood Johnson Medical School, 
and a team of investigators who are individually 
selected based on the areas represented in the 
proposals.
Due in large part to proceeds raised by the Eagles 
Autism Challenge, a total of 223 research projects and 
community grants that specialize in treating and caring 
for those in the autism community have been funded.
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EAGLES SENSORY ROOMS
On August 4, 2019, the Eagles became one of the 
first sports franchises to build a state-of-the-art 
sensory room in its home venue.
Certified by KultureCity as a sensory-inclusive 
stadium, Lincoln Financial Field’s Eagles Sensory 
Room presented by Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia (CHOP) promotes a calm and 
supportive environment for guests and fans with 
sensory challenges.
In 2024, the Mobile Sensory Unit was introduced 
in partnership with CHOP and KultureCity to 
provide another resource for individuals with 
sensory needs. In addition, Lincoln Financial Field 
has trained staff to assist guests and provides 
sensory bags, visual schedules, and inclusion 
resources generously sponsored by the Five 
Below Foundation.

The Eagles Radiothon presented by Firstrust 
Bank and The Green Family Foundation is 
a multi-day auction held on SportsRadio 
94WIP that offers fans the opportunity to 
bid on exclusive sports and entertainment 
experiences involving their favorite Eagles 
players and 94WIP radio personalities.

Eagles Huddle Up for Autism is an annual 
event designed specifically for guests with 
autism and developmental disabilities. Since 
2009, Huddle Up has raised more than $1.25 
million for the Center for Autism Research 
at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia

Through the Eagles Autism Foundation 50/50 
Raffle presented by WBE Line Services, one 
lucky fan at every Eagles home game walks 
away a winner, with the other half supporting 
the Eagles Autism Foundation. The largest 
jackpot in 2025 – $309,930 – occurred 
during the home opener.

INCLUSION AT SUPER BOWL LX
After setting the standard at Super Bowl LIX, the 
Eagles Autism Foundation delivered inclusion and 
accessibility on the NFL’s biggest stage at Super 
Bowl LX with the All Abilities football clinic.
In collaboration with KultureCity and Toyota, the 
All Abilities Clinics presented by Nouryon were 
built into the NFL Super Bowl Experience at the 
Moscone Center.
Trained volunteers from UC Berkeley and UC San 
Francisco provided real-time assistance for the 
300 attendees.

SENSORY RESOURCES
In May 2026, the Eagles Autism Foundation partnered with Tork, an Essity brand, to expand 
accessibility efforts at Lincoln Financial Field. Three Lower Suites restrooms located near 
the stadium’s sensory room underwent a series of major renovations to better serve guests 
of all abilities.
Upgraded restrooms now feature adult changing tables, higher urinal and stall dividers 
for enhanced privacy and comfort, warm lighting and soothing music to build a calming 
ambiance, and more enhanced accessibility features. 
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TRAINING CAMP PUBLIC PRACTICE
The Eagles Training Camp practice at Lincoln 
Financial Field is open to the public and serves as 
a vehicle to drive critical funds for autism research 
and care. All ticket, yard sale, and merchandise 
proceeds benefit the Eagles Autism Foundation.

EAGLES AUTISM FOUNDATION PRACTICE JERSEYS
The Eagles dedicate a training camp practice each season to the Eagles Autism 
Foundation by wearing specially designed jerseys to elevate the Foundation’s platform 
and showcase the team’s commitment of turning autism awareness into action.
The exclusive, one-of-a-kind jerseys feature Energy Green numbers and nameplates, 
along with the Eagles Autism Foundation logo prominently displayed on the shoulder.
Each jersey is signed by the player who wore it and is then auctioned through the 
annual Eagles Radiothon.

TEAM 62 AT THE OCEAN DRIVE
To help raise funds for the Eagles Autism 
Foundation, Eagles Legend Jason Kelce hosts an 
annual celebrity bartending event at the Ocean 
Drive in Sea Isle City, NJ. Through its first six years, 
the event has raised more than $3.69 million for 
cutting-edge autism research and care programs.

NEURODIVERSE GAMEDAY STAFF
To further the team’s ongoing commitment to 
creating employment opportunities for the autism 
community, the Eagles Autism Foundation matches 
skills and abilities with the most appropriate 
gameday roles. Resources are provided to the more 
than 40 individuals involved in the employment 
program.

My Cause My Cleats is an NFL initiative 
that empowers players to showcase their 
commitment to the causes they support 
through creative artwork and custom 
designs on their game cleats.

ALL ABILITIES CLINICS
The All Abilities Clinics presented by Nouryon 
consist of football, cheer, and drum classes that 
are designed to promote accessibility for all. STEM 
clinics presented by Bentley Systems are also 
available as an additional option for those who wish 
to participate alongside their peers. The experience 
includes trained volunteers, smaller group sizes, a 
visual schedule, and quiet spaces.


